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Foreword:

Conor Dowling
ISPCA Chief Inspector
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The ISPCA Inspectorate Report 2015 is 
the second annual report highlighting the 
unique work of the society’s team of trained, 
professional Inspectors. The report focuses  
on ISPCA initiated prosecutions which were 
finalised in the courts in 2015. 
2015 was an exciting year for the ISPCA Inspectorate as 
we were in a position to increase our number of officers 
from six to eight. We also increased the area that we cover 
with the ISPCA now having an Inspectorate presence in 
17 counties. 

This means that we are better equipped to deal with 
the thousands of reports we receive annually regarding 
neglected and cruelly treated animals. We are also able 
to help more animals than ever before. In 2015, ISPCA 
Inspectors took over 1,100 animals of various species into 
care.   

While the majority of allegations investigated by 
our Inspectors are dealt with by means of advice or 
instruction, we will instigate prosecutions when it is 
appropriate to do so. Some of the prosecutions finalised 
in 2015 and highlighted in this report were initiated under 
the old Protection of Animals Acts but most were taken 
under the Animal Health and Welfare Act which came into 
force in March 2014. 

This new legislation represents a huge step forward in 
animal welfare in Ireland. Not only does it demand higher 
standards of animal welfare and place a duty of care 

on animal owners, it also allowed for ISPCA Inspectors 
to be authorised by virtue of a service agreement with 
the Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine. As 
Authorised Officers our Inspectors are empowered, in 
the vast majority of situations we encounter, to enter 
property, examine animals and even to seize animals or 
other evidence when appropriate. This has allowed us to 
deal with issues far more effectively than before. 

ISPCA Inspectors can now also report their findings 
directly to the Department of Agriculture as a prosecuting 
body. This allows us to be more involved in the entire 
process from the initial investigation until the case 
reaches court. 

All of this means that the ISPCA is now uniquely placed 
to investigate allegations of cruelty to domestic animals. 
We have trained officers with the knowledge and skills 
required to conduct an investigation, gather evidence, 
interview suspects, and to compile a complete file on 
the case. Our Inspectors pride themselves on their 
professionalism and fairness when handling all manner of 
situations. The ISPCA also has the facilities to help the 
animals involved. Our devoted staff at our specialised 
rehabilitation centres ensure that the animals rescued by 
Inspectors receive the appropriate care and treatment, 
and the transformation in many animals is truly dramatic.

While the ISPCA takes great pride in the work of its 
Inspectorate, we want to do more. We want to continue 
to develop and expand the Inspectorate along with the 
support structures without which it couldn’t function. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my colleagues 
who face distressing scenes of animal suffering on a daily 
basis. I could not ask for a team of more committed and 
determined people.  I know that they will continue to work 
tirelessly to provide a voice for those animals that suffer 
in silence. 

I would also like to thank the staff in the Animal Health 
and Welfare section of the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine for their faith and support.

ISPCA Inspectors are the front line against animal 
cruelty in Ireland. As Authorised Officers under 
the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 they 
investigate complaints of abandoned, neglected 
and cruelly treated animals.

The first priority of an ISPCA Inspector is to safeguard the 

welfare of the animals involved and, in the vast majority of 

cases, they will do so by using their communication skills and 

animal welfare knowledge to educate animal owners on how 

to properly care for their animals. But, if the situation warrants 

stronger action, they can issue formal warnings or instruction 

and even seize animals. When there are grounds to believe 

that offences under the Animal Health and Welfare Act have 

been committed ISPCA Inspectors will submit case files 

directly to the Department of Agriculture’s legal department 

for consideration.
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The ISPCA Inspectorate:

•  Eight fully trained members of the Inspectorate team  
(One Chief Inspector and seven Inspectors)

•  Covering 17 counties

•  15,000 calls received to the ISPCA National Animal Helpline on 1890 515 515

•  3,000 investigations

•   1,100 animals seized or surrendered: 
- 818 dogs 
- 82 cats 
- 74 equines

•  35 prosecutions under the Animal  
Health and Welfare Act
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This report contains details of all cases 
finalised in the courts in 2015.

WARNING: 
Graphic images and stories in this report may be upsetting. Unfortunately this is the 

reality of what ISPCA Inspectors encounter on a regular basis.

To report cruelty, abuse or neglect of an animal, please contact the 
ISPCA National Cruelty Helpline in confidence on 1890 515 515, email 

helpline@ispca.ie or visit www.ispca.ie to report online.
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Date:  Thursday 16th April 2015.

Court:  Letterkenny District Court, Donegal.

Defendant:  Female, 20’s

Summary:  The ISPCA responded to a call in relation to a dog abandoned in a rented property. The dog 
could be heard inside the property and the ISPCA Inspector contacted the Gardaí and the 
Local Authority for assistance. A small female terrier dog was discovered living in the kitchen 
area, which was heavily contaminated with dog faeces and urine. The dog’s owner was traced 
to her mother’s home and claimed initially that the dog called Megan had been sold. She later 
admitted that was not the case but claimed she had fed the dog two days earlier. A bucket filled 
with water had been left beside the dog but she was unable to drink from it as it was too tall for 
her to reach. The dog was clearly in a poor state and was seized by the ISPCA before her health 
deteriorated further. Megan made a full recovery and has since been responsibly rehomed.

Legislation:  Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.

Conviction:  Abandonment of a terrier dog.

Sentence:  The defendant was banned from keeping dogs for four years, fined €200 and ordered to pay 
€405 in costs to the ISPCA.

Date:  Friday 8th May 2015.

Court:  Ballaghadereen District Court, Roscommon.

Defendant:  Two Males, 50’s and 20’s

Summary:  The ISPCA discovered a litter of four week old terrier puppies with docked tails. Enquiries 
established that a veterinary surgeon had not been involved. The puppies were surrendered 
into the care of the ISPCA and were subsequently responsibly rehomed. This was the first 
case to be taken for this offence less than a month after the commencement of the legislation 
which outlawed the docking of puppies’ tails and the removal of dew claws by a lay-person.

Legislation:  Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.

Conviction:  Two men admitted their parts in the docking of the tails of six terrier puppies in April 2014 
contrary to the Prohibition on Tail Docking and Dew Claw Removal (Dogs) Regulations 2014.

Sentence:  The defendants were ordered to pay a total of €250 to the ISPCA.
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Date:  Wednesday 27th May 2015.

Court:  Strokestown District Court, Roscommon.

Defendant:  Male, 70’s

Summary:  An ISPCA Inspector found a young black and white piebald cob lying down in distress on a dark 
December evening. A closer examination revealed that the colt was unable to get up and had 
protruding hips, ribs and spine. There was a deep engraved area around him and a large amount 
of faecal matter to his rear indicating that he had struggled for some time. It was evident the 
colt was in a severely emaciated state and barely alive. A local vet was contacted for immediate 
assistance along with the Gardaí. Upon veterinary examination, it was decided that the only 
option was to euthanize the colt to prevent further suffering. He was scanned for a microchip 
and resulting enquiries led to his owner. The remains of another equine were also discovered on 
the land.

Legislation:  Protection of Animals Act 1911.

Conviction:  Pled guilty to cruelty to an equine causing unnecessary suffering.

Sentence:  Disqualified for five years from keeping equines and fined €1,000 plus expenses of  
€400 in costs.

Date:  Thursday 14th May 2015.

Court:  Bray District Court, Wicklow.

Defendant:  Male, 70’s

Summary:   An inspection conducted by the ISPCA and Garda officials resulted in the discovery of a young 
lurcher dog which had died from parvovirus. The dog had not received any veterinary attention 
resulting in a slow lingering death. There were also numerous other dogs on the halting site on 
short chains.

Legislation:  Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.

Conviction:  Cruelty to a dog.

Sentence:  A €150 fine was imposed and an order made limiting the number of dogs to one per adult or a 
maximum of five dogs on the halting site.
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Date:  Tuesday 14th July 2015.

Court:  Kilkenny District Court, Kilkenny.

Defendant:  Male, 40’s

Summary:  An ISPCA investigation led to the discovery of a number of Collie dogs living in deplorable 
conditions in a farmyard. One female collie dog was tethered on a chain just 15 inches in length 
and unable to reach two of her three puppies. As a result, they were very cold to the touch 
and were immediately seized for veterinary assessment. The owner admitted that there had 
originally been seven puppies in the litter, four of which had died. All dogs were taken into the 
care of the ISPCA for rehabilitation and have since been responsibly rehomed.

Legislation:  Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.

Conviction:  The accused pled guilty on seven summonses with the offences including causing 
unnecessary suffering to the dogs, failing to provide sufficient food and water and failing to 
comply with a requirement of an authorised officer.

Sentence:  Ordered to pay €5,000 in costs and €1,000 donation to Kilkenny SPCA.

Date:  Tuesday 16th June 2015.

Court:  Mallow District Court, Cork.

Defendant:  Male, 50’s

Summary:  A multi-agency investigation involving the ISPCA and Cork County Council took place at 
a property where twenty three dogs were found living in squalid conditions and in varying 
degrees of neglect. They were forced to live in filthy cramped conditions with copious amounts 
of faeces and urine. Some dogs were found hidden in a cattle trailer some distance away 
from the dwelling. One of the dogs presented with 95% hair loss and its skin was thickened 
and crusted as a result of long term lack of care. The water that was present was filthy 
and contaminated. All dogs were un-socialised and, even under sedation, showed signs of 
aggression. Judge Brian Sheridan was appalled by the evidence presented to him and stated it 
was one of the worst cases of animal cruelty he has seen in his career.

Legislation:  Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.

Conviction:  Cruelty to dogs.

Sentence:  Case adjourned pending further inspections and monitoring.
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Date:  Thursday 19th November 2015.

Court:  Letterkenny District Court, Donegal.

Defendant:  Male, 50’s

Summary:  A three month old German pointer puppy was initially seized on suspicion that his tail had been 
illegally docked. On investigation, it was established that the docking of the puppy’s tail had 
been carried out without the involvement of a veterinary surgeon contrary to the prohibition of 
tail docking and dew claw removal (dogs) regulations which came into effect in March 2014. The 
puppy was successfully rehomed once he had recovered from his ordeal.

Legislation:  Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.

Conviction:  Pled guilty to illegally docking the tail of a puppy, contrary to the  
Prohibition on Tail Docking and Dew Claw Removal (Dogs) Regulations 2014.

Sentence:  Ordered to pay €355 in costs and a further donation of €250 to the ISPCA.

Date:  Monday 16th November 2015.

Court:  Letterkenny District Court, Donegal.

Defendant:  Male, 40’s

Summary:  A visit made by an ISPCA  Inspector and local Gardaí resulted in the discovery of eleven horses, 
some of which were in extremely poor condition with their ribs and top line clearly protruding.  
There was no grass available and no supplementary food was provided. One horse was trying 
to eat bushes in search of food. Shelter was very minimal given the fact it was the end of 
December and the only water available was from a drain. The Department of Agriculture vet 
was contacted for assistance and four of the horses had to be euthanized to prevent further 
suffering.  All equines were scanned for a microchip. However, only one was chipped. While 
the owner admitted ownership of six of the animals, he denied owning the other five horses in 
worst condition.

Legislation:  Protection of Animals Act 1911.

Conviction:  Pled guilty to causing unnecessary suffering to equines.

Sentence:  Fined €500 and ordered to pay €456 in costs.



A final note:

Dr. Andrew Kelly
ISPCA Chief Executive Officer
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Date:  Friday 3rd December 2015.

Court:  Bandon District Court, Cork.

Defendant:  Female, 50’s

Summary:  Shocking video footage was received from a member of the public showing a woman violently 
kicking a dog. The footage shows a woman forcefully kicking a small helpless dachshund dog 
repeatedly. Upon investigation, two female dachshund dogs were discovered at a property in 
Bandon. One of the dogs was wearing an Elizabethan collar on her neck and was found to be 
recovering from surgery that had been performed on her leg two weeks prior. The kicked dog 
had difficulty walking and both dogs were removed immediately for veterinary assessment. 
The injured dog, since named Lacey, took several weeks to recover from her new injuries, which 
resulted in her requiring surgery. Both dogs have since been rehomed. 

Legislation:  Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.

Conviction:  Pled guilty to causing unnecessary suffering to a dog.

Sentence:  Fined €300.

The ISPCA’s objectives are to prevent cruelty, alleviate 
suffering and to promote kindness to animals. One of the 
main ways of achieving these objectives is through our 
Inspectorate. ISPCA Inspectors are the frontline of animal 
welfare in Ireland and deal with distressing cases of animal 
cruelty, abuse and neglect on a regular basis. This report 
details cases initiated by our Inspectors that were brought 
before the courts in 2015, most of which were under the 

Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013, which was introduced 
in March 2014. The statutory powers held by our Inspectors as a result of the Service 
Agreement with the Minister for Agriculture have made it easier for our Inspectors to deal 
with offences under the AHWA. In 2015, our Inspectors initiated 35 prosecutions, more than 
any other organisation or agency in Ireland. Seven of those are highlighted in this report 
(along with two under the old Protection of Animals Act 1911). More cases will come before 
the courts in 2016.

In September 2015, the ISPCA increased the Inspectorate from six Inspectors to eight and increased coverage 
from 14 to 17 counties. As part of our strategic framework, between 2016 and 2020 we will continue to grow 
and develop our Inspectorate and aim to eventually have at least one Inspector in every county. Due to the 
increase in the numbers of Inspectors, we expect the number of prosecutions to rise in subsequent years. 

Under the AHWA any person who owns an animal or is responsible for any animal now has a legal requirement 
to provide for those animals’ welfare needs. Those who fail to provide for those needs risk being prosecuted and 
convicted in a court of law. The ISPCA will seek to prevent cruelty from occurring through education and will be 
calling for responsible pet ownership and animal welfare to be taught as part of the curriculum in all schools but 
will continue to robustly enforce the AHWA when necessary.

Many of our supporters have been disappointed by the penalties applied but that is a matter for the court. It is 
the ISPCA’s job to investigate, prepare a file and submit it to the appropriate authority, whilst ensuring that the 
welfare of the animals involved is prioritised. Whilst we would like to see higher penalties it is for the court to 
decide. We would certainly like to see more banning orders, including life bans for the most serious offences. We 
will continue to use these cases to educate the public and remind owners of their legal responsibilities.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our Inspectors for their professionalism, dedication, compassion and 
resilience which has contributed to the ISPCA being recognised as Ireland’s national animal welfare organisation.  
Without our Inspectors thousands of animals would continue to suffer in silence and unseen across Ireland.  
By highlighting the cases in this report, we hope to change attitudes to animals in Ireland.



For further information about our work or to report cruelty, neglect or abuse to an animal, 

please call 1890 515 515 or email helpline@ispca.ie

or visit www.ispca.ie 
to report online in the strictest of confidence.
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